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              PRESS RELEASE 

 

 

Oncodesign Biotechnology and Bristol-Myers Squibb enter into 

Strategic Drug Discovery Collaboration 
 

 Collaboration is based on Oncodesign’s Nanocyclix® technology 
 

  
Dijon (France), January 5, 2016 – ONCODESIGN (Alternext – ALONC) ), a biotechnology company serving the 

pharmaceutical industry in the discovery of new therapeutic molecules to fight cancer and other serious illnesses with 

no known effective treatment, today announced that it has entered into a strategic collaboration agreement with 

Bristol-Myers Squibb Company to discover, develop and commercialize novel macrocyclic compounds. 

 

The collaboration is based on Oncodesign’s platform of small macrocycles, Nanocyclix®, and will also engage the 

advanced oncology pharmacology models at Oncodesign for cancer applications, Predict®, Chi-mice® and 

Pharmimage®. The collaboration will potentially include multiple therapeutic areas and involve phenotypic cell-based 

approaches.  

 

The goal of the collaboration is to generate novel Nanocyclix® based compounds for targets of interest to Bristol-

Myers Squibb. These small macrocycles are highly potent and selective and have favorable characteristics allowing 

knowledge driven optimization beyond what is typically possible with conventional molecular designs. 

 

Under the terms of the agreement, Oncodesign will be primarily responsible for hit to lead and lead optimization up to 

the candidate selection stage for oncology targets and potentially for certain non-oncology targets. Bristol-Myers 

Squibb will be solely responsible for completing preclinical and clinical development of all products arising from the 

collaboration and for their commercialization globally. 

 

Oncodesign will receive an upfront payment of $3 million and research, development and regulatory based milestone 

payments of up to $80 million per target. In addition, Oncodesign is eligible to receive tiered royalties and sales based 

milestones for each product resulting from the collaboration.  

 

 

"We are excited to have reached this agreement with Bristol-Myers Squibb, one of the most innovative 

biopharmaceutical companies today. This strategic collaboration is by far the largest one we have entered into up to 

now; it will allow us to fully exploit the potential of our technology platforms in both chemistry and biology. In addition 

to advancing our internal and already partnered programs, this new collaboration with Bristol-Myers Squibb may 

generate new treatment options for patients that have no solutions today – and that is what we are here for”, said 

Philippe Genne, PhD, founder and CEO of Oncodesign. 

 

“Nanocyclix® has generated a broad diversity of entirely novel molecules that have unique properties and that seem to 

match well with programs of interest to Bristol-Myers Squibb”, added Jan Hoflack, PhD, CSO of Oncodesign. “The 

potential of using our macrocycles in multiple therapeutic areas, both on defined targets and in phenotypic approaches 

further expands the application of our molecules. We are honored that Bristol-Myers Squibb has selected our 

technologies to advance on programs that they have highly prioritized”.  
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About ONCODESIGN: www.oncodesign.com  
 

Founded 20 years ago by Dr. Philippe Genne, the Company’s CEO and Chairman, ONCODESIGN is a biotechnology company that 
maximizes the pharmaceutical industry’s chances of success in discovering new therapeutic molecules to fight cancer and other 
serious illnesses with no known efficient treatment. Backed by unique experience acquired through more than 600 clients, 
including the world’s largest pharmaceutical companies, and relying on a comprehensive technological platform combining state-
of-the-art medicinal chemistry, advanced animal modeling and medical imaging, ONCODESIGN is able to predict and identify for 
every molecule, its therapeutic use and its potential to become an efficient drug. Applied to kinase inhibitors, molecules that 
represent a market estimated at over 40 billion dollars in 2016 and accounting for almost 25% of the pharmaceutical industry’s 
R&D investments, ONCODESIGN’s technology has already enabled the targeting of 7 promising molecules with substantial 
therapeutic potential, in oncology and elsewhere, and the signing of partnerships, potentially worth €350 million in upfront 
payments should predefined milestones be reached, with pharmaceutical groups Sanofi, Ipsen and UCB. Based in Dijon, France, in 
the heart of the town’s university and hospital hub, ONCODESIGN has 103 staff. 
 
 

Contacts 
Oncodesign 
Philippe Genne 
President & CEO 
Tel. : +33 3 80 78 82 60 
investisseurs@oncodesign.com 

NewCap 
Investor & Press Relations  
Julien Perez / Nicolas Merigeau 
Tel. : +33 1 44 71 98 52 
oncodesign@newcap.eu 
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